THE   QUESTING   BEAST
Divisional sports were held at Humbercamp, and I rode over
with a friend in the second battalion. On our way back my
horse chose to put his fore-feet suddenly in a shallow trench
rather than jump it, and consequently I had to ride home
with a sprained wrist, to the accompaniment of roars of
laughter from W.C.M., who explained how funny I looked
turning somersaults.
I produced a concert at Berles-au-Bois, but the com-
manding officer would not let any officers perform. I also
spent a " details week " on a howitzer course with the
gunners.
At the end of June we moved up into reserve at
Bailleulemont, and it was here that one of our battalion was
shot by a firing party of the Coldstream behind my billet.
I was awakened by the volley and learnt the details after-
wards. This made a profound impression on me, especially
as the men said he was a brave fellow. It was a case of " an
example-must be made." The memory of that early morning
was revived when the House of Commons abolished the
Army death penalty for all cases except treachery, in 1930.
The ist Guards Brigade was all in or around the village,
and we saw a lot of each other;
When the battalion moved up to take over battalion
reserve and finally the front line^ I went as second in
command to No. i Coifcpany, and from that day till I went
on leave in November I never had a day out of the reserve
or front line as long as the battalion was forward. It
became quite a joke in the company that they wanted to
have me killed. I should mention in explanation that the
adjutant was a great personal friend of the one who had
" chased " me on the square at Tadwordi. He had a habit
of doing everything he could to annoy and irritate not only
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